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INTERIOR DESIGN (BS)
Contacts
Program Director: Lauren K. Baumbach, RA, AIA, IIDA, NCIDQ, IDEC 

Email: Lauren.Baumbach@Jefferson.edu 

215-951-2806 

Campus: East Falls 

Program Website (https://www.jefferson.edu/academics/colleges-

schools-institutes/architecture-and-the-built-environment/programs/

interior-design.html)

Program Description
• Accreditation: CIDA

The Interior Design program is a four-year undergraduate degree

program that leads to a Bachelor of Science in Interior Design. The

program provides an extensive education to meet the requirements of

this exciting and creative profession including an understanding of the

aesthetic, technological, environmental, cultural, socio-economic, and

global issues pertaining to the built environment.

The emphasis of the program is to provide a holistic and comprehensive

education in interior design with a balance among the theoretical,

conceptual, creative, and technical aspects of the discipline. This

education is delivered through the core interior design curriculum,

which is informed and enriched by the liberal arts and science

curriculum and general electives.

At the program’s center are design studios in which students explore

the creative process through a series of varied and progressively more

complex projects, covering the range of practice from residential

to commercial and institutional design. The functional knowledge

necessary for design is introduced through formally structured

courses focusing on such varied topics as design innovation, space

planning, human comfort and well-being, sustainable design, computer

visualization, construction technology, color, lighting, furniture,

materials, and textiles. Students also study the history and theory of

architectural interiors from pre-history to contemporary works and

understand and analyze their cultural relevance. The interior design

studios foster an interdisciplinary environment centered on creative

experimentation, where material from other courses is synthesized

through the act of design. In the fourth year, the Capstone Experience

is the culmination of all previous studies when a student integrates the

knowledge and skills from previous courses into an individually driven

research topic and design experience.

The Interior Design program also offers valuable real-world

opportunities including internships in design firms, memberships in

professional organizations, and design-based community service for

non-profit organizations. Students can study abroad in the third year in

the cities of Copenhagen, Rome, or an international exchange program.

There are multiple interdisciplinary collaborative experiences integrated

into the courses and co-curricular activities. A multidisciplinary faculty,

a close-knit campus community and prime location in Philadelphia

provide a stimulating setting for the informed and inventive academic

development of every student. Students may follow secondary

specializations by choosing a minor or an accelerated pathway into

a graduate program in areas such as sustainable design, construction

management, historic preservation, real estate development, and

photography.

Mission
In preparing graduates for successful careers in an evolving global

marketplace, the Interior Design program’s mission is to prepare

students to be independent thinkers, innovative problem-solvers,

collaborators, and leaders with high standards of professionalism,

integrity and excellence in design. With an emphasis on creativity,

balanced with the knowledge and skills required for meaningful

contributions to professional design practice, the program strives

to instill in students an awareness and understanding of the global,

cultural, social, aesthetic, technological, environmental, and ethical

responsibilities involved in the design of interior environments.

The program is grounded in the belief that the interior designer

mediates between human experience and the built environment, and

that our graduates should enter the global marketplace as articulate,

creative, inspired, socially aware and technically competent design

professionals.

Learning Goals/Outcomes
• Examine global and local issues and the implications of a diverse

cultural and socio-economic society and the impact of these on the

design of the built environment.

• Evaluate the diverse values, behavioral norms, physical,

psychological and spatial needs of different demographic/user

groups in the context of designing interior environments.

• Design interior spaces using an ecologically sensitive approach that

supports environmental sustainability and human well-being.

• Research, problem solve, and apply principles of design in order to

generate innovative and creative solutions in the design of interior

environments.

• Apply historical and theoretical knowledge of interiors, architecture,

art and the decorative arts to the design and analysis of interior

environments.

• Engage in multimodal communication methods and work

collaboratively with a multi-disciplinary approach.

• Comply with ethical and professional standards of practice and the

laws, codes, standards and guidelines that impact the health, safety

and welfare of building occupants.

• Proficiently select and apply color, furniture, fixtures, equipment,

finish materials and lighting in the design of interior spaces.

• Demonstrate knowledge of interior construction and building

systems in order to coordinate the design of a complete interior and

work productively with co-professionals in the making of the built

environment.

Accreditation
Thomas Jefferson University’s Interior Design program leading to the

Bachelor of Science in Interior Design is accredited by the Council for

Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA). To learn more about CIDA visit:

www.accredit-id.org (http://www.accredit-id.org). The CIDA-accredited

program prepares students for entry-level interior design practice, for

advanced study, and to apply for membership in professional interior

design organizations.

The BS in Interior Design granted by Thomas Jefferson University meets

the educational requirement for eligibility to sit for the National Council

for Interior Design Qualification Examination (NCIDQ Exam). To learn

more about NCIDQ Exam eligibility and NCIDQ Certification visit:
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https://www.cidq.org/eligibility-requirements (https://www.cidq.org/

eligibility-requirements/)

Curriculum: 4 Years, 137.5-138.5
Credits
Course Title Credits

First Year

FYS 100 Pathways Seminar 1

WRIT 101 Writing Sem I: Written Comm. 3

SCI 106 

or SCI 109

Biology for Design 

or Sys Thinking & Sustainability

3

AVIS 101 American Visions 3

PHYC 101 General Physics 3

MATH 1XX Quantitative Reasoning I 3

WRIT 201 Writing Seminar II:Multi Comm 3

ARFD 101 Design 1 4

ARDS 102 Design 2: Interd Found Studies 4

ARFD 103 Visualization 1 2

ARFD 104 Topics in the BuiltEnvironment 1

ARDS 106 Topics in Built Environment 2 1

ARDS 108 Visualization 2 2

  Credits 33

Second Year

ADIV 1XX American Diversity 3

GDIV 1xx Global Diversity 3

INTD 201 Design 3 for Interior Design 4

INTD 209 Visualization 3: Interior Des. 3

AHST 205 Built Environ: Global Origins 3

ARDS 210 Tech 1: Materials and Methods 3

INTD 202 Design 4 for Interior Design 4

INTD 206 Interior Building Technology 3

AHST 206 Built Env in Age ofExploration 3

General Elective 3

  Credits 32

Third Year

CGIS 300 Contemporary Global Issues 3

ISEM 360 Environments for Well-Being 3

GCIT 2XX Global Citizenship/World Lang 3

INTD 304 Integrated Community Service 0.5

INTD 301 Design 5 for Interior Design 6

INTD 305 Interior Building Systems 3

AHST 305 Early Mod Arch&Int 3 3

INTD 302 Design 6 for Interior Design 6

INTD 310 Textiles & Mat for Interiors 3

INTD 309 Vis 4: Constuction Documention 3

INTD 307 History 4:Modrn toContemporary 3

  Credits 36.5

Fourth Year

ETHC 2XX Ethics 3

PHIL 499 Philosophies of the Good Life 3

INTD 401 Design 7 for Interior Design 6

INTD 487 Research & Prog for Interiors 3

INTD 488 Capstone Project Interior Des. 6

INTD 412 Profess Practice for Interiors 3

General Electives 12

  Credits 36

  Total Credits 137.5
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