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PSYCHOLOGY (BS) 
& OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY (OTD)
Contacts
Program Director: Undergraduate Program: John D. Pierce Jr., PhD 

Email: John.Pierce@jefferson.edu 

Program Director: Graduate Program: Catherine Verrier Piersol, PhD, 

OTR/L, FAOTA, FNAP 

Email: Catherine.Piersol@jefferson.edu

Program Description
The Bachelor of Science to Doctor of Occupational Therapy (3+3) 

program at Jefferson — East Falls Campus is designed for high school 

students who know early on that they want to become occupational 

therapists. This program allows students to seamlessly complete 

undergraduate and graduate degrees in less time than would be 

required to complete both of these degrees separately. Undergraduate 

courses and extra-curricular experiences provide students with a 

foundation to develop the knowledge, values, and interpersonal skills 

needed for success as an occupational therapist.

During the first three years of undergraduate coursework, students 

complete major requirements for the bachelor's degree, including the 

university’s college studies courses and Doctor of Occupational Therapy 

(OTD) program prerequisites. Students who meet the graduate OTD 

Program progression criteria can matriculate into the doctorate program 

by enrolling in first-year OTD graduate coursework during their fourth 

year of undergraduate studies. At the end of the fourth year, students 

are awarded the bachelor's degree and, upon completion of graduate 

OTD program requirements, the Doctor of Occupational Therapy (OTD) 

degree.

The Bachelor of Science to Doctor of Occupational Therapy (3+3) 

requires uninterrupted enrollment. Once accepted, students may not 

accelerate (i.e., take additional courses during the academic year or 

summer semesters to shorten program length) or decelerate (i.e., 

take a reduced course load in a semester and add another year to 

undergraduate study). Students unable to meet progression criteria 

within three consecutive years are not eligible to enroll in OTD 

coursework. They must change their major to the undergraduate major 

to complete the bachelor’s degree.

Curriculum:
Students must meet the following criteria to matriculate into the OTD 

curriculum Professional Phase (Year 4):

• Completion of pre-professional courses within 3 consecutive years 

(minimum grades of “C” or higher)

• Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA for all college coursework

• Minimum 3.0 GPA in OTD Program pre-requisite courses (no less 

than B- in any pre-requisite course: Anatomy & Physiology/L I and 

II, Abnormal Psychology, Developmental Psychology, American  

Diversity, Statistics,  Writing Seminars); all pre-requisite courses must 

be completed at Jefferson unless granted special permission

• Complete a minimum 8 hours of observation in an occupational 

therapy practice site

• Agree to Occupational Therapy Performance Requirements and 

Technical Standards available from the OTD program.

Formal review of student’s academic progress will occur each year. 

Students who do not meet the OTD Program academic standards will 

change major to Health Sciences to complete the Bachelor of Science 

(requires a minimum of 120 credits)
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